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MHS Winter Pep Rally

By: Catherine Furman

 As senior emcees Katie Banta and 
Tommy McDonald walked out to center 
court, the bleachers of students began to 
roar with excitement for the Winter Pep 
Rally. A majority of the underclassmen 
were wearing white shirts to look like 
winter snow, while the seniors dressed in 
black to show their rebellious side. 
 The rally started off with a lip 
sync performance by the winners of the 
2015 Lip Sync Battle, Brian O’Sullivan 
and Kody Mileski. They sang “The 
Evolution Of Lip Sync,” which was their 
final song during the battle winning them 
100 dollars. 
 The next event was a series of 
games reffed by Izzi Orbe, Karishma 
Chouhan, Abby Baukus, Rohit Sinha, 
Josh Anderson, and Stacia Tibbets. In the 
first game, 40 contestants had to stomp on 
each other’s balloons to be a part of the 20 
students competing in the second round. 
The next game was blindfolded dodge 
ball where a partner helped their blinded 
companion get other people out. Only 

four groups would move on to the final 
game, Hungry Hungry Hippos, where 
partners pushed each other on scooters to 
collect softballs in a bucket. The overall 
winners of these games were Naomi Clark 
and Kristiyana Petrova with a total of 
52 softballs. After the games finished, it 
came time to throw pie in the face of a 
lucky captain student athlete. The students 
voted for six different people to get pied, 
but there was a tie. Seniors Caleb Sheldon 
and TT Bowens both got the most votes 
and received a “wet” pie in the face as 
Bowens described it. 
 Finishing the pep rally, the MHS 
Unified Basketball team showed everyone 
their moves and took some shots on the 
hoop. As they ran onto the court, the 
crowd of students went crazy for their 
fellow athletes. Not only did the team 
show their shooting skills, but they also 
showed their basketball skills by playing 
a half court three-on-three scrimmage.

Caleb Sheldon getting pied in the face during the pep-rally.                        photo by Patrick Caron

Wanted: Future Chief 
Editor
By: The Chieftain Staff
 The Chieftain is looking for a 
new editor next year, and the opportunity 
is being opened up to the whole student 
body. Students who apply for this job will 
have to take an editing test that shows their 
knowledge of Associated Press (AP) style 
and common grammatical correction. The 
student who scores the highest and agrees 
to take the full-year course, Journalism, 
will become the new staff editor. Any 
student who is interested in the position 
can contact Mrs. Laurencot in room 316. 
Applications should be turned in by March 
14. 
 The editors are in charge of 
assigning stories, making deadlines, 
editing stories, and making sure issues 
get published in a timely manner. Ashley 
Weekly, the junior editor, said, “I really 
enjoy being a staff editor. It’s also a huge 
responsibility to be in charge of something 
that the student body relies on so much.”
 Weekly started as a writer in 
her freshmen year. She was promoted to 
junior editor in her sophomore year. Chief 
editor, Isabel Orbe, will graduate this year 
and leave the staff. She began Journalism 
in her junior year as a junior editor. Orbe 
said, “It’s a lot more work than you would 
think. I’m constantly editing and re-
editing twenty stories every week. In the 
end, seeing the finished product in print is 
really rewarding though.” 
 To be a successful editor of a 
high school newspaper, key tools include 
communication, organization, and 
writing and leadership skills. There is 
also a learning curve to this job; no one 
is expected to get everything right on the 
first day. Those interested in having the 
title “Chief Editor” should be prepared to 
not only teach the writing staff the ways 
of journalism, but also to learn from the 
people around them. This is an opportunity 
to gain experience in the writing field and 
to be a part of a 50-year tradition.
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MHS SPORTS
Super Bowl 2016 

By: Elizabeth Whitney

 Most Broncos fans are calling the 
Super Bowl 50, on February 7, perfection. 
Before the game, Lady Gaga started the 
show off with her own rendition of the 
National Anthem. She wore a sparkling 
red suit, and some on the Internet have 
compared her to the evil fairy mother 
in “Shrek,” with her blonde hair gelled 
back. She twisted the sound of the song, 
making it suit her own style and voice and 
performed it with grace. Gaga hit the high 
notes with ease.
 The game was intense; The 
Carolina Panthers and Denver Broncos 
went head to head for the win. The Broncos 
won the game; the score was 24 to 10. 
The Broncos received a congratulations 
from President Obama via Twitter which 
stated, “Just got off the phone with Coach 
Kubiak. Congrats to Peyton, Von Miller, 
and that monster @Broncos defense – see 
you at the Whitehouse.” 
 The half-time show was a 
complete success; Coldplay started to 
perform first, and they did a mash-up of 

the songs “Yellow” and “Viva la Vida.” 
Then they began to perform “Paradise” 
which had fireworks, streamers, flags, and 
a stage that was decked out in different 
colors. The fans in the stadium held 
post cards which spelled out “Believe 
in Love.” Then the band took a modern 
turn, and sang one of the songs from their 
newer album before Bruno Mars took 
over. Bruno Mars started off his section 
of the show by singing the song “Uptown 
Funk” with back-up dancers in matching 
leather outfits. Most people believe it 
was Beyonce’s performance that was the 
star of the halftime show. She danced on 
the field with a handful of other dancers 
as she sang “Formation” with 30-foot 
flames being shot into the air. Beyonce 
and Bruno Mars had a singing battle as he 
continued to sing “Uptown Funk” and she 
sang “Single Ladies.” 
 Manning avoided answering any 
questions about his possible retirement. 
He said he just wanted to spend time with 
his family before he decides.

Enjoying the view of Super Bowl 50.                                            Photo By Giannpierre Aquino

X Games 2016
By: Van Heller
 During the last weekend of Jan., 
thousands of spectators tuned in to watch 
the first winter X Games of 2016. For the 
fifteenth time Aspen, Colo. hosted the 
event, and people were ready to see some 
big, gnarly tricks by the world’s finest 
action-sport athletes.
 From the classic events like slope 
style to newer installments like mono 
skiing, fans were mesmerized by the skill 
and finesse the athletes showed off to the 
judges and the world. 
 One of the more popular events in 
the world of extreme sports is snowboard 
slope style. In this event, riders get to take 
full advantage of a professional grade 
terrain park full of jibs, rails, and jumps. 
The rider with the biggest tricks, cleanest 
landings, and overall best style will get 
the best score and inevitably take the gold 
home. It’s no surprise that a big favorite 
in the competition, Mark McMorris of 
Canada, clenched the victory with an epic 
score of 92.66. Some great talent was right 
behind him; Sebastien Toutant of Canada 
placed second, and Mons Røisland of 
Norway sat in third. 
 Other great stories include Matt 
Ladley winning the gold medal in Men’s 
snowboard SuperPipe, and Chloe Kim 
ripping her stick into first with a dirty 
score of 95.00 and receiving the golden X. 
Some upsets in the games were Danny 
Davis, a personal favorite snowboarder, 
not only didn’t defend his gold medal 
status, but also he didn’t even place on the 
podium this year. Davis still had a positive 
attitude and that ‘there’s always next time 
mentality,’ which he will bring to the next 
X Games competition.
 Other than some unwanted 
powder on the slopes on the last day, the 
competitors had a great time. From skiing 
to snowmobiling, the X Games did not 
disappoint. Now all we need is some snow 
on the East Coast.
.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Alex Clemons
 The NBA All-Star voting has 
always been up to the fans. It’s a tradition 
that allows interaction between the 
enthusiasts and the players. However, this 
year, the fans really dropped the ball. 
 The emotions around the league 
ranged between nostalgia and confusion. 
When veteran names like Kobe Bryant, 
Dwayne Wade, and Carmelo Anthony 
showed up on the starting roster, everyone 
had smug smiles, gave a little shake of the 
head, and a brief thought of anticipation. 
But when current names like Jimmy 
Butler, Andre Drummond, and Draymond 
Green came up absent from the list, there 
was lots of discussion and definitely lots 
of utter confusion. Butler is the second 
best player in the Eastern Conference, 
averaging 22 points per game (ppg) and 
setting records like scoring 40 points in a 
half. His achievement passed the franchise 
record set by Michael Jordan. Drummond 

NBA All-Star Game: the Problem with Fan Voting

is racking up the stats by averaging a 
double-double of 17 ppg and 15 rebounds 
per game (rpg), undoubtedly making 
one of the best rebounders in the league. 
Green was the most surprising, however, 
only averaging 14 ppg, (probably from the 
countless fourth quarters he’s sat out) but 
recording 6 triple-doubles on the season 
and being a leader of the best team in the 
NBA. The fans’ vote on the players is a 
65-year tradition, but when players like 
that are forgotten about, maybe there 
needs to be some limitations. 
 Of course, it’s great to have 
old faces starting in the game that have 
repeatedly entertained fans with their 
basketball skills and have set standards 
for the rest. However, when young players 
like the three stated above exceed those 
standards and don’t get the recognition 
they deserve, it’s time for a change.

By: Van Heller 

 Aired on the El Rey Network, 
Lucha Underground (LU) is getting 
ready to start its third season of high-
flying action. The professional wrestling 
franchise is a weekly television series 
located in a warehouse in Calif. LU is 
a mixture of the traditional wrestling 
entertainment like WWE, and mixing 
the Latino Luchador attitude and parkour 
acrobatics in the ring. The roster of 
performers ranges from famous wrestlers 
to unknown performers, who are now 
becoming superstars. Wrestlers that may 
sound familiar to WWE fans are Rey 
Mysterio and John Mundo (formally 
known as John Morrison). While most 
of the cast started out as nobodies, most 
are now moving up the social ladder of 
wrestling.

Lucha Underground Rising in the Ranks

 The one misinterpretation about 
LU is that it isn’t a show about wrestling; 
it’s a show with wrestling in it. LU says 
that they want the fans to become attached 
to their wrestlers as characters in a show. 
Fans can relate to the underdog trying to 
win the championship belt, or they hate the 
bad guy that no one can beat. Then they 
can idealize the masked crusader who is 
wrestling for good. That’s why wrestlers 
like Fénix and Kill Shot have quickly 
risen to fame in the wrestling world.
 Many wrestlers prefer aspects of 
LU to other wrestling alternatives. LU 
tries to explore the environment around the 
ring, rather than just having the wrestlers 
fight in the squared circle. Wrestlers fight 
around the arena, backstage, and even in 
the entrance way of the warehouse. 

 The warehouse itself is a sight. 
When the producers found the building 
(holding 300+ attendees), they wanted 
an authentic feel of the surroundings. So 
when viewers tune in and they see the 
grimy locker rooms or the dirty sets, it’s 
mostly how they found the place. 
 Unlike most wrestling federations, 
LU plays their series in seasons rather 
than year-round entertainment. The roster 
says they prefer this format of show style 
because then the performers can reflect on 
the previous season after the finale and see 
how their character developed. Then they 
can work on the flaws, practice, and train 
for the next season like any other sport or 
production. 

 Stock Photo
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Open Mic Night Slams into MHS

By: Van Heller

 The poets were seated, the assorted 
snacks were placed and the throats were 
cleared. It’s time for some poetry. It was 
the second poetry production of the school 
year. Laurencot put together the show, 
which had a good turnout of readers. The 
poets really put effort into their writings, 
and shed some light on topics of their 
interest. 
 There were many people who 
read original poems. Laurencot read 
two original poems, the first was very 
meaningful. The second poem was about 
a quirky story that was told in class. This 
gave an even flow of emotions. Caitlyn 
Castro, a senior, had a poem about being 
a woman. It was a narrative piece that 
was clearly illustrative and precise. It was 
written in two parts. Christi Johnson, a 
junior, wrote a poem titled “Heart Beat,” 
which was originally a paper for a project 
that unraveled into a beautiful story. 
 There were also poems read 
from famous pieces. Ms. Do read “The 
Waking” by Theodore Roethke to roll into 

her own piece that was inspired by the 
first one. Her poem, “I knew Everything,” 
was a lesson in self-humiliation and how 
life can smack you in the face. Danielle 
Ida, junior, read a piece from Humble B 
that told a tale of the freedom of writing 
and the power behind it. Sophia Ward, a 
sophomore, had a short piece reflecting on 
life and society. It was philosophical and 
quaint. Then, Viktoria Brown, a junior, 
read a poem by Virginia Satir about self-
empowerment of women and it taught 
females to embrace confidence. Sage 
Maciejny, a sophomore, passionately 
ranted from speeches of former world 
leaders, while he was dressed to the nines. 
He was interesting to listen to and was 
well spoken. Alyssa Hadley and Arianna 
Veláquez, juniors, both read from Steven 
Straight.

I ended the night with some funny haikus 
I wrote about summer camp.

Final Season of 
American Idol
By: Lilly Pastrana 

 “American Idol” is ending its 14-
year television run after this season. Many 
successful music artists gained recognition 
for their voices from this television series. 
Carrie Underwood, Kelly Clarkson, and 
Jordan Sparks are a few of the people that 
had their dreams turned into a reality by 
“American Idol.”  
 When the show first came out, 
“American Idol” was at the top of show 
ratings for almost a decade. In recent 
years, however, the show has had a decline 
in ratings. This season, the showing hours 
have been trimmed. “American Idol” is 
being cancelled after this season because 
it is no longer as successful as some of 
the other shows on Fox. Fox’s chairman, 
Gary Newman, stated that this fifteenth 
and final season will be celebratory and 
special. According to USA today, Ryan 
Seacrest, the host of “American Idol” 
said, “This year, I want to make sure I am 
present and enjoying every single aspect 
of what makes this show great.” 
 “American Idol” winners and 
stars from past seasons will be returning 
at the end the season. This includes 
singers who gained fame from the show 
and have won Grammy’s and Oscars 
throughout their successful music careers. 
According to USA today, Urban said, 
“For someone like me, [American Idol] is 
the American Dream. You can come from 
a little nowhere town with no connections, 
no money, no nothing, just raw talent and 
drive and ambition.” Former “American 
Idol” judges, Paula Abdul, Randy Jackson, 
and Simon Cowell, are also expected to 
return at the end of this farewell season. 
The judges look forward to finding a final 
idol.
 The judges this season are Harry 
Connick Jr., Jennifer Lopez, and Keith 
Urban. They have high expectations this 
year and are searching for the best voices 
in the country. 

Alyssa Hadley and Arianna Velazquez reciting a poem.                                             Photo By Emily Kewer



Page 5 The ChiefTain

ARTS AND CULTURE
Ready for a Fuller House

By: Alex Clemons
 This past Valentine’s Day, Marvel 
released a movie that producer Simon 
Kinberg says is a “hard R.” That movie 
is of anti-hero, Deadpool, and like the 
original comic series in the early 90s, it 
doesn’t accommodate for people that get 
offended easily. 
 Deadpool, portrayed by Ryan 
Reynolds in the film, is a mercenary who 
turns into a lethal experiment on a mission 
to find and kill the person who ruined his 
life. The special thing about this anti-
hero isn’t the cool suit, fast healing, or 
action-packed violence; it’s his incredibly 
dark humor. When rumors circulated that 
the film could possibly be rated PG-13, 
original fans of the comics were outraged. 
The reason why Deadpool is such a loved 
character is because of his dialogue, and it 
isn’t 13-year-old appropriate. However, as 
the day of the movie release got closer, all 

Marvel’s First R-Rated Movie
the unknown answers were fulfilled when 
the monotonous voice on the commercial 
said, “Rated R.” Fans shared a harmonious 
sigh of relief. 
 When making an appearance in 
the movie “X-Men Origins: Wolverine,” 
Deadpool wasn’t fully developed as a 
character, and the short amount of time 
in the movie didn’t do him justice. This 
was most likely because he was featured 
in a film that was rated PG-13, and his 
language is far beyond that demographic. 
So the writers had nowhere to expand upon 
his character. Then videos of a possible 
movie centered around him were leaked, 
and nostalgic fans of the comic started 
hyping the idea and before anyone knew 
it, the makers of “X-Men” decided it was 
a time for it to come true. So, as Deadpool 
broke boundaries with his language and 
ability to break the “fourth wall,” the 

people of Marvel broke the “friendly for 
everyone” movie boundary. 
 Despite the fact that this movie is 
not a family-friendly film, it was one of 
the most highly anticipated films of 2016. 
Reynolds has become one with the witty 
Wade Wilson (Deadpool’s alter ego) and 
devoted himself to make this character the 
exact replica of the comic book character 
who he loved when he was young. This 
movie could be a new start for Marvel, 
and could help it expand its enterprise. 
Locally, “Deadpool” is playing in theaters 
in Niantic and soon will be in Waterford.

 “Full House” was a hit family 
sitcom in the 80s and 90s, and many were 
upset when the show ended. However, 
Netflix is rebooting the sitcom. There are 
more characters now, which is appropriate 
since the new series is called “Fuller 
House.”  However, the Olsen twins will 
be absent.
 The original series plot line was 
about Danny Tanner, a man trying to raise 
three girls with the help of his brother-
in-law and childhood friend. This revival 
series is centered on his daughter DJ, who 
is trying to raise her three sons after the 
recent death of her husband. She moves 
back in with her dad and receives help 
from her younger sister Stephanie, now an 
aspiring singer who is always traveling, 
and her best friend Kimmy Gibbler, who 
is also a single mother.

Candace Cameron, the actor that plays DJ, 
promises to Tuesday Teaser, “It carries 
the same emotional, loving, family tone 
through the show that the original did.” 
Andrea Barber, who plays Kimmy, told 
People Magazine, “It was kind of like we 
had never left.” 
 Many fans were outraged to 
hear that the Olsen twins would not 
be returning to play Michelle Tanner, 
Danny’s youngest daughter. The twins 
are both currently busy with their fashion 
designing careers. 
 To the pleasant surprise of some 
the dedicated viewers, the famous house 
is almost exactly the same. Producers are 
even using the couch from the original 
series. The show is currently planned to 
be premiere February 26.

 

By:  Elizabeth Whitney  

 Photo by: Patrick Caron

Interested in joining The 
Chieftain?

See Mrs. Laurencot for 
information
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OPINION
Student Athletes Shouldn’t 
Have To Take Gym

By: Em & Clem

 Running, lifting, stretching, and 
sweating are all part of the daily routine 
for an athlete. So why are we forced to 
do double-duty? Being an athlete means 
exercising two or more hours a day, 
while also juggling homework and other 
obligations. It is not only a waste of a block 
where these athletes can be studying, but 
also unnecessary extra exercise.
 As an athlete, I know the struggle 
of barely having enough time to finish my 
homework or study for tests because of 
sports. Sports are basically another job; 
you either have to be fully committed or 
not play at all. However, doing a sport 
allows me to pick what I want to play, 
while getting the exercise I need. 
 The whole point of physical 
education is for students to get the exercise 
they need for the day. So why am I wasting 
my time aimlessly hitting around a birdie 
or struggling to throw a Frisbee ten feet, 
when I could be putting more effort into 
my studies and giving myself more time 
to train later? Gym class is a terrific thing 

for people that need the allotted time to 
get active, but student athletes are not 
those people. 
 I think my biggest pet peeve with 
this is on game days. I can’t explain how 
annoying it is when I walk into gym class 
and my teacher goes, “Run a mile for 
warm up” or “Today we’re running the 
pacer test!” when I have to compete for 
two and a half hours later that day. I don’t 
want to waste my legs running in gym 
when I could save my energy for the game 
later. So, no Mr. Teacher, I’m not being 
lazy, I just want to compete at a high level, 
and this mile isn’t really going to help me 
do that. 
 Students athletes should get 
to choose whether or not they want to 
participate in gym. They shouldn’t have 
to waste their time exercising when they 
already get plenty of. Gym should be 
optional, not mandatory for athletes. 

Apple is Going 
Crazy
By: Shumoel Zafar
 Rumors are that the new iPhone 
will no longer have a headphone jack. To 
make the phone even thinner, Apple is 
planning to either move the headphone 
jack to the lightning port, use Bluetooth 
cans, or make the headphone port thinner. 
Many people like to listen to music while 
charging their phones. However, if the 
jack is moved to the charging port, that’ll 
be annoying. It seems as though Apple is 
trying to disintegrate their phones, which 
continue to get thinner for no reason. 
Everyone has to get phones cases now 
because the phones are so sensitive. 
 Apple chargers are famous for 
breaking after a short period of time. If 
the end of the headphones start doing the 
same, it would be beneficial for Apple 
because its headphones sale will go 
up. This also outrages the customers; I 
want my satisfaction to be a priority, not 
Apple’s sales record. Word on the street is 
that many people say they will switch to 
Android if Apple makes a stupid move like 
that. People online are signing petitions to 
stop Apple from changing the port, but 
Apple is more interested in money than 
customer satisfaction.
 Apple guarantees that the new 
headphones will be noise cancelling, and 
they will consist of better quality. There 
will be a flexible inner core to reduce 
the structural integrity, which means it 
will basically work like the headphones 
they have now. Apple will be the only 
company that is changing the ever so 
famous headphones jack of their phones. 
That means all the earbuds we have right 
now will be useless.
 It has also been released that 
Apple will cut the battery life of the 
phone. Most iPhone users just want their 
phones to have longer battery, yet Apple 
decided to do the opposite. I think Apple 
should leave their headphone jack alone 
and focus on actual problems they have 
with the phones.

Student athletes tired of gym class.                                                                                Photo By Emily Kewer 
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OPINION

By: Catherine Furman
 Trash cans are filled to the brim 
with Dunkin Donuts coffee cups as more 
students are dependent on caffeine to 
make it through the school day. Coffee in 
MHS used to be banned for students, but 
it is clearly not as frowned upon now as it 
was back then. 
 High school students get assigned 
a lot of homework that takes until midnight 
or 1 a.m. to finish, so they don’t get enough 
sleep. The lack of sleep and overload of 
homework cause these teens to depend on 
coffee to stay awake during their classes. 
Nick Donnell, a sophomore, says, “I drink 
coffee from Dunkin Donuts almost every 
weekday morning because it helps me 
stay awake during the day. I don’t need 
to drink it on the weekends because I get 
to sleep in.” Caffeine is now a necessity 
to most teens, who find it vital to their 
work ethic. However, some students also 

Coffee Dependency in Teens 
enjoy the mounds of sugar and gallons of 
cream which enrich their cup of joe. Some 
argue this doctored coffee isn’t coffee at 
all, and the additives only increase teens’ 
addiction.
  The caffeine in coffee is actually 
the most commonly used drug in the 
world, which explains why the coffee 
addictions in teenagers have started 
increasing.  According to the National 
Purchase Diary, the percentage of young 
adults that drink coffee at least once a 
week has risen by 24 percent in a 10-year 
period, but in fact coffee can actually 
prolong your life. Also, a study done by 
John Hopkins Medicine claims that 90 
percent of people are routinely consuming 
caffeine in the morning as a source of 
energy. The teenagers of the world make 
up a large part of this percentage since 
they are overworked and overtired.

By: Kaylee  Kingston

 During a campaign in Pella, Iowa, 
candidate Donald Trump made a gruesome 
statement.  He specifically stated, “I could 
stand in the middle of Fifth Avenue and 
shoot somebody, and I wouldn’t lose any 
voters, okay, it’s like incredible.” This 
quote is outrageous and uncalled for. I 
know he was trying to get a point across, 
however there are many other ways he 
could have brought attention to his loyal 
voters. In my opinion, he shouldn’t be 
able to run for president after stating that. 
It threatens the lives of civilized American 
people. If a U.S. citizen said this, they 
would have multiple legal actions taken 
against them. Trump didn’t even get fined 
or questioned about this by state officials. 
 In Chicago, a man was arrested 
for threatening to shoot staff and students 
at the University of Chicago. He’s in jail 

Trump’s Outrageous Statement
and has a bond of 1.5 million dollars. 
Trump threaten the whole country and 
is free from any charges. Trump has 
organized a political campaign and cult 
of sorts. His loyal voters ignored this 
quote, Trump’s morals, and political and 
personal betrayals. 
 This isn’t the first time Trump has 
said something rude in Iowa. Last year 
during a debate, he stated, “How stupid are 
the people of Iowa?” according to CNN. 
He has insulted so many of the people that 
support him and who will vote for him to 
become president. I don’t understand how 
so many people support him when he is so 
judgmental and single-minded.
 He says that this statement was 
a joke, but refuses to clarify it. After this 
debate, he tweeted out, “Just left Sioux 
Center, Iowa. My speech was very well 

received. Truly great people! Packed 
house-overflow!” He assumes that he is 
going to get Iowa’s electoral votes. NPR 
talked to a supporter who said, “Yeah, 
sometimes he makes me cringe, but I still 
like him and I still think he’s the right 
thing for America.” I do not agree with 
this statement, but Brandon Fokkema, a 
campaign volunteer, stated, “He probably 
could’ve worded it a little bit better.” 
 Marco Rubio, another candidate 
campaigning in Iowa, tried to hold back 
laughs when he was asked about Trump’s 
statement. “That’s probably not a good 
idea for him to do it, and I would not 
recommend that he do that… but that’s 
Donald,” he said.  Trump should receive 
repercussions for threatening people’s 
lives. 

 photo by: Mike Brown
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LIFE
Hoverboards

By:  Megan Henderson and Staff Editors

 Hoverboards are blowing up 
the world, no pun intended. The rising 
popularity caused the hoverboards to 
be the ‘it’ Christmas present last year. 
It seems that this popularity might be 
coming from celebrities. Justin Bieber, 
one of many stars, posted an Instagram 
video of his riding one. John Legend also 
posted a picture of a hoverboard, and a 
video of Mike Tyson falling off of one 
quickly went viral. The celebrities started 
the breakout, but will laws and injuries 
end it? 
 Hoverboards aren’t all fun and 
games. The boards have caused many 
injuries. According to CNN, a teenager 
in Australia was knocked unconscious 
after trying to ride it. They also seem to 
be catching on fire and even blowing up. 
A family from Petaluma, California told 
ABC7 News that their hoverboard was 
charging when it exploded and burst into 
flames. Another family from Santa Rosa, 
also told them that they lost their dogs in a 
house fire caused by a hoverboard.

 California recently passed a law 
that requires hoverboard users to be at 
least 16 years-old, have head protection, 
and ride on roads with speed limits of or 
less than 35 miles per hour. Many colleges 
such as Boston College, University of 
Bridgeport, and Emerson College have 
banned them from campuses. According 
to USA Today, more than 30 colleges have 
made this decision for safety measures. 
Because of their lithium-ion batteries, all 
major airlines have banned hoverboards 
from flights. ABC7 News also said that 
hoverboards are illegal in New York City 
and can result in a $500 fine if someone is 
caught riding one. 
 Hoverboards come in a variety 
of colors, models, and even prices. The 
prices range from $100 to over $1,000. 
Just like anything, else the price does play 
an important role; the most expensive is 
probably the best quality. As the old saying 
goes, you get what you pay for. Even with 
recent bans and laws, the popularity of 
hoverboards continues to rise.

The Apple Car
By: Mari De La Cruz and Staff Editor

 Apple continues its quest to 
fascinate the public with inventions 
that promise to help society deal with 
problems. The latest rumor about the 
company is that they have employed 
hundreds of engineers and techies to 
investigate and develop a new project, the 
Apple Car. 
 The project is code-named 
“Titan.” This has yet to be confirmed 
by Apple CEO, Tim Cook, although 
there were rumors that Cook approved 
the project back in 2014. Very little 
information is known about the company’s 
plan to create an automobile for the future. 
Possible features for the car include 
being electric-powered and self-driven. 
Tesla has also been accused of “talking” 
to Apple about possible agreements. 
Unfortunately, it is too early to make 
predictions since the project is still in the 
early stages of development. Rumors can 
cause the company turmoil, but they also 
create “buzz,” which, ultimately acts as 
free advertising and promotion. 
 The new Apple Car has sadly 
already been receiving severe criticism. 
Porsche CEO Oliver Blume said “An 
iPhone belongs in your pocket, not 
on the road.” He does not believe that 
autonomous cars are fit for the future. 
Even if the rumor about Apple creating 
a car is fake, it’s still exciting to see 
how great technology companies try to 
help the future. Rumors have stated that 
production may start in 2019 or 2020.
 Google is also causing a stir 
with its self-driven car.  Many see this 
as the inevitable future, but humans need 
to evolve along with the technology.  
Experts say new cars like the Google car 
and the Apple car will not be available any 
time soon, because advances in Artificial 
Intelligence must be made, and the public 
must be convinced of its safety. Until we 
have assurance that a computer can make 
decisions, we’ll be stuck in our same old 
Honda.

A new hoverboard ready to obey the new laws.                                           Photo By Giannpierre Aquino
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By: Alex Clemons
 A State of Emergency was 
declared on Jan. 5 in Flint, Michigan 
because of severe water contamination. 
The town was previously supplied by the 
filtered water from Lake Heron. The town 
switched to water from the Flint River. 
However, the river contained high levels 
of lead, causing concerns about health.
 Between 6,000 and 12,000 Flint 
citizens had extremely high levels of lead 
from consistently drinking the water that 
they thought was safe. There were 10 
deaths from the incident and almost 80 
people were affected. Lead is known to 
cause brain damage in children. It seemed 
as though there was no way to stop the 
problem because it was spiraling out of 
control. When the President called for a 
Federal State of Emergency, it caught the 
eye of the Nation. 
 According to Time magazine, 
numerous charities like The Salvation 

Flint, Michigan Water Contamination 

Army, United Way, The Community 
Foundation of the Greater Flint, American 
Red Cross, Catholic Charities, and the 
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan are 
creating opportunities for people to 
donate and help supply the town with 
clean water. Each of these organizations 
is accepting money and water donations 
to the cause. They are making sure that 
this issue isn’t just merely swept under 
the rug and that it is at the attention of 
Americans everywhere. Celebrities have 
also posted on social media with pictures 
and opinions of the situation, opening the 
eyes of millions.
 The water contamination in Flint 
is a serious American problem that needs 
to stay relevant, and the American people 
are doing all they can to help their fellow 
human beings in this time of need. 

By: Shumoel Zafar and Staff Editor
 The famous video game 
Minecraft is moving into schools. Schools 
use the game to encourage individual 
problem-solving. Minecraft is liberating 
students’ creativity and engaging them 
in the classroom. In most games, the 
player portrays a character and goes on 
adventures. In Minecraft, players build 
their own worlds and choose how they 
use their surroundings to play a game of 
their choice. This video game gives kids 
more freedom, which they enjoy because 
it makes them feel like they are in charge. 
 In some history classes, Minecraft 
is used to create a scene or location that 
visually exhibits a time period. Of course, 
there will be set rules when it’s brought 
into the classroom, but this is a small 
price to pay for students who can now 

Minecraft Taking Over Classrooms
learn in an interactive way. Alex Stiefel 
and Brian Chen, students in the American 
Studies II class, used Minecraft to build 
a virtual art gallery that showcased their 
handpicked art from a field trip. This 
helped other students visually see and 
learn from the presentation by walking 
through the gallery. Stiefel said, “One 
of the requirements for the project was 
to make an art gallery room, and do our 
best to make it as realistic as possible. 
So we both decided to use Minecraft 
because it allowed us to explore and 
create what we envisioned in our heads.” 
Their presentation gave a more accurate 
depiction of their vision than PowerPoint 
or Prezi. In Minecraft they were able 
to personalize their presentation and 
create exactly what they wanted to show 

compared to choosing a template on Prezi 
or PowerPoint. 
 Minecraft can also be used 
in English courses. After students 
create a novel-inspired world with 
given guidelines, they can fill out an 
analysis worksheet. The questions on 
the worksheet would revolve around the 
student’s world and his or her character. 
Students would be more enthusiastic to 
answer the questions because they were 
able to customize their project in a way 
that is fun for them. In Minecraft, students 
can analyze their decisions and find better 
solutions; because it is an interactive game 
they’re able to work through problems 
and show the final product in a creative 
way. This motivates the students to think 
and problem-solve any issue that arises. 

 Photo By Kaylee Kingston
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Revamp School Events

By: Elizabeth Whitney  

 Due to the lack of ticket sales, the 
Dance through the Decades was cancelled. 
With the shortage of students at the Game 
& Movie Night last November, it’s clear 
that most MHS students don’t like to 
participate in school-organized events.
  Kaylee Kingston believes that 
the dances are “so boring and the music 
they play isn’t my style. There’s usually 
drama that ruins the fun.” She also said 
that it would be interesting if they made 
a system where songs could be requested. 
Of course the DJ and chaperones could 
filter any songs they deem inappropriate. 
“They had this system in middle school, 
but here they kind of force you to listen 
to hip-hop,” said Kingston. She also feels 
that the themes of the dances and events 
should be relevant to the students. 
  Kingston isn’t the only person 
with an issue with the music selection; 
Charlotte Wakelee says that she would 
much rather stay home than go to the 
dance. “I can play video games and listen 
to music at home,” said Wakelee. 

 The dance’s theme seems to be 
a huge factor that contributed to the low 
ticket sales. Morven Wu, a member of 
Student Government, said that he would 
stay home because he doesn’t like the 
theme. One girl said, “I’d stay home 
because I didn’t like the theme of the 
dance. To make it appealing to larger 
crowds, just make it a winter ball like the 
other schools have.” Sierra Talley said the 
dances can get boring and she didn’t like 
the theme as well. 
 Perhaps MHS has to take a closer 
look at its event planning and take the 
thoughts of the students into consideration. 
If more students with opinions and ideas 
were involved in organizing school events 
through clubs like Student Government, 
then more students would participate. 
Clubs need new ideas to wake up the 
student body.

Jazz Night
By: Megan Henderson
 Montville High’s music 
department recently held the fundraiser, 
Jazz Night. All the proceeds made will go 
toward a trip to Annapolis that Concert 
Choir and Chamber Choir will be taking 
in April. 
 The fundraiser had many 
performances. MHS’s own jazz band 
and Acappella choir performed. The 
professional group named, String of 
Pearls got to play as well.
However, there weren’t just performances. 
There were also auctions and raffles. 
Some of the objects that were auctioned 
and raffled off were a CD that Mr. Cushing 
created with his high school funk band, a 
toy from when Mr. Ventres was a child, 
and the whistle Mr. Ventres used when he 
was a Drum Major at UConn. 
 Not as many people showed 
up to the fundraiser as they had hoped. 
However, Shaun Radgowski, Jazz Band 
member, said, “Enough people came to 
have a successful and enjoyable night.” 
When asked what his favorite part of the 
evening was, Radgowski replied with, “I 
enjoyed when our jazz band got to play 
with [the band] String of Pearls. We were 
able to learn a lot by playing alongside 
professionals.” Jack Thayer, another Jazz 
Band member, said that playing alongside 
String of Pearls’ drummer, Dick Campo 
was his favorite part. When asked what he 
learned from Dick Campo, Thayer said, 
“His style was very unique. He also used 
mallets for on one of their slower songs, 
which I had never seen before in a jazz 
piece.” 
 Jazz Night might not have gotten 
the turn out that they wanted, but it was 
still a good night for the spectators. Lilly 
Pastrana said, “I thought that Jazz Night 
was a great fundraiser. The Jazz Band 
performed exceptionally well and both 
Acapella choirs gave their performances 
their all. The audience seemed to like 
them as well.”

An advertisement for the Dance  through the Decades.                                          Photo By Patrick Caron
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By: Joshua Anderson
How is sophomore year going for you so 
far?
I think it’s going well so far. The material 
is definitely harder than what I was taught 
last year. I don’t have any teachers that I 
had last year, so I have to adapt to how 
they teach their classes.
How did you like being a manager of the 
football team?
In the beginning, I was really nervous 
because I didn’t know anyone on the 
team except for my grade. After a while, 
the upperclassmen made me feel more 
welcome, and I really got used to the 
whole team. The coaches are really nice 
too, and it helps that I already knew Coach 
Grove.
Are you excited to take Alex Clemon’s 
place as head manager for the next two 
years?
I am very excited, although I’m pretty 

Humans of MHS: Grace Carlos 

sad that Alex is leaving after this year. We 
had such a great bond together, and I’m 
going to miss being with her at the games. 
However, I’m really excited to be able to 
fully be the manager and go through this 
experience with the guys next year.
I’ve heard that people call you “big 
daddy Carlos.” Can you tell me why?
When I was in eighth grade, I made 
a Twitter account, and I named it “@
BigDaddyCarlos.” After a while I 
changed my name because I was older 
and wanted to be taken more seriously. 
However, on the football team, kids 
started calling me “Big daddy Carlos,” 
and it just stuck. People from other 
schools would still call me that on 
Twitter, too. I find it funny that they 
call me Big Daddy Carlos just because 
I’m such a tiny person.

     photo by: Josh Anderson

By: Lilly Pastrana  
 Teachers from the math and 
English departments at MHS are holding 
their own SAT preparation help center after 
school.  Many juniors’ schedules are full, 
and they can’t take the SAT preparation 
course, where math is reviewed for 
one half of the semester, and English is 
reviewed during the other half. Therefore, 
Mr. Stone, a math teacher, is reviewing 
math concepts, and Mr. Richmond, an 
English teacher, will be reviewing reading 
and writing concepts that will be tested on 
the SAT. So far, there are 35 students who 
have signed up to participate in the SAT 
preparation course after school. The first 
session was held on Jan. 30 lasting four 
hours. Two hours were spent reviewing 
math, and two hours were spent reviewing 
for the English portion. There are going 

New SAT Prep Classes After School 
to be three more sessions dedicated to 
helping students prepare for the SAT. On 
Tuesday, Feb. 9, there will be a meeting 
for anyone who needs to review for math, 
and on Thursday, Feb 11, there will be a 
meeting for anyone who needs to review 
their English skills. Other math teachers at 
MHS are helping students prepare for this 
test by giving their students SAT warm-up 
problems at the beginning of their class.
 Colleges take SAT scores into 
consideration when looking through every 
applicant’s transcript. These scores can 
effect whether students get accepted into 
certain universities after high school. The 
after school extra help sessions may be 
beneficial to many students’ SAT scores. 
Stone stated, “The improvement in a 
student’s score is dependent on how hard 

the student works to prepare for the test.” 
All juniors are encouraged to sign up to 
attend the additional SAT preparation 
classes. Attending these classes could 
greatly benefit students’ SAT math and 
English scores. 
 After a one-year trial run with 
the State’s mandatory Smarter Balance 
test, Conn. legislation has decided to use 
the SAT as its new standard test. Juniors 
at MHS will be administered the SAT for 
free (to them) in March. This year, there 
is a revised SAT. This new SAT covers 
the material that is taught in high school 
in more depth than in previous years. The 
math portion of the test is mainly covering 
the concepts from Algebra 1 and Algebra 
2. The essay is optional, and any incorrect 
answers will not receive a one-fourth of a 
point deduction.
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By: Ashley Weekly
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was Mrs. Grills, a math teacher. This 
issue’s Guess the Teacher’s favorite 
pizza topping is pineapple. Her favorite 
ice cream flavor is mint chocolate chip. 
She does not have any animals. She 
would eat a bowl of crickets if someone 
paid her $50,000. Her biggest pet peeve 
is when kids interrupt class to ask to go 
to the bathroom. She hates it when kids 
ask, “Wait, what are we doing now?” She 
listens to all genres of music. Her favorite 
song is “My Girl” by The Temptations. 
Her favorite music group is Tegan and 
Sara. One thing many people do not know 
about her is that she has been inside a 
volcano. Her favorite word is “y’all.” Her 
least favorite word is “bae.” If she could 
only see one landmark in her life, she 
would see the Forbidden City in China. 

Guess the Teacher

She has been to Iceland, Latin America, 
and Europe. She is fascinated by Mount 
McKinley in Alaska. If she could be 
president for a day, she would throw a 
concert in the White House. If she could 
have any job for a day, she would be a red 
carpet reporter. If she could have dinner 
with three famous people, she would 
choose Frederick Douglass, Gandhi, and 
Martin Luther King Jr. They would have 
dinner at Emeril Lagasse’s house. She 
would rather live in Florida amongst the 
crocodiles than in Antarctica amongst the 
penguins. Her favorite season is fall. 

By: Mari De La Cruz and Staff Editor

 Democratic presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton is trying to keep her 
popularity high, but her poll numbers are 
steadily falling. The fourth Democratic 
debate, which was on January 17, lost 
Clinton some major points. Clinton 
was reprimanded for attacking another 
Democratic candidate, Bernie Sanders. 
Some felt Sanders had stronger arguments 
and more legitimate facts. There are 
those who say Clinton is more prepared, 
according to New York Times reporter, 
Charles M. Blow, “She wrapped herself 
in President Obama’s legacy so tightly 
that she could hardly breathe, and then 
built an image of herself as a practical 
politician who could build on Obama’s 
accomplishments by taking small steps 
and negotiating tough deals.” 
 Sanders continues to capture 

Clinton’s Stumble

the attention of the American audience 
with a loud voice and opinion on major 
US and international issues. “The debate 
is over. Climate change is real,” said 
Sanders the night of the debate. Sanders 
also gave a passionate speech about gun 
control, which was slammed by Clinton. 
Because Clinton and Sanders were the 
main attraction, this debate damaged 
Democratic presidential candidate, Martin 
O’Malley, who reportedly barely said a 
word. The fourth Democratic debate in 
New Hampshire may have caused a major 
impact on Clinton’s national poll count, 
but don’t count her out just yet. Although 
Clinton didn’t win in New Hampshire, 
don’t count her out just yet.
 The debates have all gone as 
planned with Sanders winning in New 
Hampshire, and Clinton taking control of 

the rest of the states. As of February 9, 
the Iowa caucus results showed Clinton 
beating Sanders by only .3 percent. 
According to NBC, the Democratic race 
is still “too early to call.” Clinton’s got a 
huge influence in the Democratic Party 
since this is her second time running for 
president. Sanders and Clinton are still 
fighting the battle, but Clinton’s voice 
shouldn’t be ignored just yet. Even though 
the New York Times backed Republican 
candidate John Kasich of Ohio, Kasich is 
running a surprisingly moderate campaign 
in this year of extremes.

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Kaylee Kingston
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